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Central Intelligence Agency 



Washington, D.C. 20505 


13 September 2019 

Ms. Colleen Woods 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 62196 
411A Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

Reference: F-2019-00226 

Dear Ms. Woods: 

This is a final response to your 29 October 2018 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request for the following: 

1. AH files pertaining to Operation Brotherhood, an organization that sent medical 
teams from the Philippines to Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia in the 1950s-1970s. 
Operation Brotherhood is referenced in CIA-RDP80R01731R000300180001-3. 

2. AH fdes pertaining to the Freedom Company, an organization that sent Filipino 
technicians to Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia in the 1950s-1970s. The Freedom 
Company is referenced in CIA-RDP8001601R001000080001-5. 

3. All files pertaining to the Eastern Construction Company, an organization that sent 
Filipinos to Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia in the 1950s-1970s. The Eastern 
Construction Company is referenced in CIA-RDP80R01731R000300180001-3. 

We processed your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and 
the CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 3141, as amended. 

With respect to Items 1 and 2, we completed a thorough search for records responsive to 
your request and located the enclosed three documents, which we can release in segregable 
form with deletions made on the basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(1) and (b)(3). Copies of 
the documents are enclosed. 

Additional material was determined to be currently and properly classified and must be 
denied in its entirety on the basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(1), and other material on the 
basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(3). Exemption (b)(3) pertains to information exempt from 
disclosure by statute. The relevant statutes are Section 6 of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Act of 1949, as amended, and Section 102A(i)(l) of the National Security Act of 
1947, as amended. 

As the CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the CIA official responsible for this 
determination. You have the right to appeal this response to the Agency Release Panel, in 



my care, within 90 days from the date of this letter. Please include the basis of your 
appeal. 

With respect to Item 3, responsive records, should they exist, would be contained in 
operational files. The CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 3141, as amended, exempts CIA 
operational files from the search, review, publication, and disclosure requirements of the 
FOIA. For your information, this determination is not subject to an administrative appeal 
pursuant to Agency regulations in subparts 1900.42(a) of title 32 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. We regret that we are unable to assist you further. 

If you have any questions regarding our response, you may contact us at: 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
703-613-3007 (Fax) 

Please be advised that you may seek dispute resolution services from the CIA’s FOIA 
Public Liaison or from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) of the 
National Archives and Records Administration. OGIS offers mediation services to help 
resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies. You may reach CIA’s 
FOIA Public Liaison at: 

703-613-1287 (FOIA Hotline) 

The contact information for OGIS is: 

Office of Government Information Services 

National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 

202-741-5770 

877-864-6448 

202-741-5769 (fax) 

ogis@nara.gov 

Contacting the CIA’s FOIA Public Liaison or OGIS does not affect your right to pursue an 
administrative appeal. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Lilly 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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, :er,e;r«her 


POE: rr/crc/c/rR 

■IT JOCT: J'.ut’.ir.,! Security Act of 1957 


Sh-j- pesGibility of making use of the President's special fund 
'•G.G b;>en discussed In FE Division, and the following suggestions are 
■'•Torthy of notes 

- I'he necessity of educating Japanese as to methods 
..'■ic'i I'iight be used to reclaim non-arahle land to commercial advan¬ 
tage has been the objective of the Kiyosato Educational Experimental 
jiroject (lOSEP). Founded by Dr. Paul Rnseh, U.S. cltiren and former 
G-E office!* on duty in Japan, the project was begun in Yamanashl 
JrsvectuT-e in on 8*50 acres of unreclaimed land, located at some 

_jfvo T'eet above rice-growing level. The project now includes more 
"ban 300 milk producing Jersey cattle, an area creamery cooperative, 

. •«;!> collection truck system, and an extensive experimental farm. 
Thjrough application of the principles demonstrated at KEEP, it is 
O': timnted that bully 6 mlHicn acres of land not now under cultiva- 
■:-ion could he reclaimed. That this would assist in solving a portion 
Japan's food problem is unquestionable. Also involved in KEE is 
ar. established rural library available to all, a rural clinic with a 
EO-bed hospital, and an Episcopal church, altho<igh Dr, Rusch makes it 
clear that there are no religious overtones to the project. Plans 
have been made for a vocational institute, where the principles 
involved in the founding of KEEP may be made available to those 
interested in imitating the KEEP pattern, .$100,000 would do much 
tovrard strengthening the project, and making more widespread the 
concepts which have gone into its establishment. The objectives of 
KEEP parallel those of the United States in that they work toward an 
cconomicallj' sound Japan, 

b. Indonesia - U.S, appropriations formerly available for 
training Indonesian Army Officers in the United States are not 
Included In the FY 1Q5^ budget. This activity is very worthwhile, 
particularly in the present situation In Indonesia, Since the 
Fulbright amendment authorizes the use of the special fund for 
nrslstance to schools "abroad," it may not be possible to include 
this program which PE Division believes should be continued. 

c. Operation Brotherhood - Among the functions carried on at 
tbc pi-esent time by OB teams In Laos is that of training Laotians 
in the fields of nursing, first aid and public health, agricultural 
methods, home economics, social work, and village public work in 
addition to their primary medical aid program. These functions were 
initiated in an attempt to raise the educational, economic, and 
social level of Lao people, and is directly related to a request by 
lOA to utilize Filipino members of OB teams in Laos to take advantage 
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of the As Ian-to-Asian concept which has heen found more acceptable 
in the SEA area than direct U.S, participation in training programs, 
i'he use of the President's special fund for OB is appropriate since 
OB carries out an educational function, exhibits the benefits of a 
^.emocratic government, and vas founded, sponsored, and indirectly 
funded by U.S. citizens and the U.S. Government. The sum of 
;iV'SSO^OOO is required for FY 1958 to pay salaries, transportation 
costs, instirance, etc. of the Filipino members of the OB teams in 
laos. If this amount could be made available for covert insertion 
into OB, CIA would be relieved from financing a basically overt 
operation. 

'j. ::sver£il additional projects have been discussed in FE Division 
but. are not included in the above suggestions for various reasons. If, 
at a later date, it is deemed appropriate to request use of the President's 
I'pecial fund for them, a memoraneum will be forwarded. Further, this 
Division believes that field stations should be informed of the amendment 
to the Mutual Security Act of 1957 > and if there is no plan for a Book 
Dispatch, FE Division would like to circulate the information through 
it« own system of field notices. 


1 (b)(1) 

CIIIEF, FAR EAST DIVISION {b)(3) 


Distribution; 

:: - Ci’E 

?. - each Branch and Staff Chief 
- FE/IT/Chrono 
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KiiMORAiilUia PORj Director o£ Central Intelligence 
Depu-ty Dirsetor (Plans) 




SU3J3CT: 


Topics of Posaihla Dlscossion with U- S* Ambassador 
to LaoSj J, Grabsa Parsons 


• 4 ^ 


r ir *'® below for consideration of tlie Director 

^ possible discuasion with the U.3r 
Ambassador to Laos, The HonorahU J, Graham Parsons, on h October. 

^ Q3«ratdop Bretherfaood . IflrLU the base unit and four nren. 

activities as before, C^jarattca BrotherSS 
Integrated with the Civic Action prr«r*»toTro- 

personnel. 

to COTwr most of the costa of tiiis aotivitr in FT 19^8 hut has nn* 
yet deteritined the exact extant 'ni* l fi» ~nii. ilj.. ii «. j-i not 

^ tA«b«1aS? SSS;. la- 

^uaru» ICA/Laos planning is, of course, singularly imncrtaiifc \ 
Dij^sion»s budget for this program is nea^^ dapStiSr 

Operation Brotherhood is ST 
Clearly within the scope of CIA rospoosibllities, 

■*>. ^0a=w graduated firm ths 

4 provinces of Phong Saly and Sam Neua. The 

^ond^traial^ class of 90 students is in process. ICA ha* oi«- 

but* program in its Pf 1558 budget 

, as vrLte C^ravlon Brotherhood, the extent of oroiacted suT>rvn+ 

sl~ tte <=1^ aocpted aitt™ 

+Z+ stasas of Civio Action, Ki Eivision believea 

progr^, like Ctoeratlon Brotherhood, shoold not be 
iargely by CIA and lias advised Vientiane Station to oro« 
both o^<*«rly transfer to ICA of support responsibilities 
xOa bot.-! programs, in accordance with prefyious understanding. 

Auto-Defense acUvlties has 
^ ^ ^ ^ conflnomeat of operationa to defens- 

A 3 3 i 4ed reduced tho CIA team 

Division io seeking a ranking 

or fmaximum a^Sag* otiisr- 

So established by the Vientiane Station 

u-Ts Lao Airy Chief of Staff and his dojnitias. 
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8* Ijndootriaxtloa Centers »■ Arabaseedor Parsons rocenmy^ pro— 
poeed to help iheiWeznt^ establish Indootrlnation c entery 
f or rofgge ea^ prisoners a n d d» f acto rs froa the Pathat Lao» I 


The prc^osal has not yat been fully coordinated 
it appears to have merit* 

9* Personnel* 



0* ?or the Director's InformationJ_ | 

the nevly appointed Chief of Station for Laos, has not yet had the 
onport unttv to iMat Aa basaador Parsons because the latter left Laos 

before [_arrival, A comendablo word by the hlractor 

to Anbassador Parsons raj^ardlng !:Ti;iit bo helpful. 


Clilaf, Far Sast Division 


ccr DDCI 
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24 May 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
VIA 

SUBJECT 


Director of Central Intelligence 
Deputy Director (Plans) 
Operation BROTHERHOOD, Laos 


1. This memorandum is for information only. Particular 
^®f®rence is made to paragraph 3. 

1957^-n brotherhood was initiated in Laos in January 

mitte^h Government, trans- 

mitted by the Lao Jumor Chamber of Commerce, to the Philippine 

Junior Chamber of Commerce. CIA is providing funds coverUy in 
Laos and through the Philippine Junior Chamber of Commerce 
finance the program through PY 57. The Country Team in Laos has 
recoinmended tnat the program be continued, and ICAis tentativelv 

ir A^f rf support of the program during FY 58. The 

ICA funds, which are contingent upon final ICA approval and 
Concessional appropriation, would cover the costs of medical 
supplies and equipment in Laos while CIA would continue to pav 

LvX'eS Philippine and other pLsonnel 

Division finds, on the basis of recent-cost data, that the 
Aency IS in a position to extend its support of the operation by 
ut^C?g ^'^rently allocated FY 57 funds and the sum of $100, OOO 

C now to authorize the exten^ibhTbf Opii^oiimDTlDERHOO^lT^^ 

Its present level through the first quarter of FY 58, pendSig Con! 
gressionC IC-A decisions concerning ICA support during FY 58 
n 1 September 1957, if ICA funds are not available, it will he 
necessary to decide whether (a) CIA should continue to carry the full 

fmancing of the operation (at the approximate rate\- ^ per 

month) or (b) phase out CIA support over a three-m^nth^^Hod, for 


(b)(1) 


(b)(1) 


.V ^ 
c • 

c-^=- 


21 




[■^ 1 -^ 22 /, 
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which funds would be made available from the FE Division FY 58 
Operating Budget. 

I ^ (b)(1) 

I (b)(3) 


Acting Chief, ‘Far East Division 


cc: DDCI 
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